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From the Minister:
Time to Look at Ourselves  Speaking for myself, the most shocking thing to come out of the recent closure of Cockenzie House Nursing Home was the realisation that people I thought I could trust to be our new local councillors failed to live up to their promises. Far from being “open, transparent and consultative” as the newly elected ruling coalition of East Lothian Council proclaimed, we had councillors acting in ways that were a complete denial of what they promised when they stood on my doorstep and canvassed my vote. I have been astonished that so many local people, some of them complete strangers, have gone out of their way to tell me how much they have agreed with our very public opposition to the closure and their total disillusionment with our new councillors. 
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In the wake of what many see as a gross injustice committed in our midst, East Lothian Council has announced that there will be a thorough-going internal review of the way the whole affair was handled. This will be welcomed, but only if it addresses the refusal of councillors from the ruling coalition to engage with the people who elected them on an issue which had and will continue to have such profound consequences for one of the most vulnerable sections of our   . 

community. Perhaps belatedly, those with power and responsibility will be able to admit their gross error in failing to give due recognition to the fact that care in the holistic sense is about far more than buildings, furniture and décor and that, in the view of the users, the most important care resource is the commitment of the people providing the care. 

It was impossible not to be moved by the total dedication of the team of carers at Cockenzie House right up to the day of closure, a day I for one will never forget. It was because the level of care they were used to was so high that many former Cockenzie House residents, their relatives and carers have been both shocked and angry to discover the poor levels of care in some other local care homes which, to the astonishment of many of us, have not had the restrictions placed on them that were placed on Cockenzie House.  It is to be hoped that the Council Report will reveal the vast sums of public money that are being spent  to give former residents of Cockenzie House an alternative ‘home’ none of them ever wanted. It is further to be hoped that the forthcoming enquiry will force our new councillors to take a good look at themselves and their total failure in the eyes of their electorate to match their easy promises and slogans with actions based on real     first-hand knowledge of their            .
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constituents and their needs.

I realise, of course, just how easy it is to criticise others – it’s not so easy to take criticism. So have we got the honesty and the courage to take time to consider how we are regarded by our parishioners to whom we are every bit as responsible as are councillors to their constituents?       
Don’t we, all of us who are members of the Christian Church, need also to take a good look at ourselves and consider how the words we sing and say at worship on a Sunday match up with our actions during the week? Don’t we need to take time for a regular review of the promises we made as Christians? That old party song urges us to “put your whole self in.” As followers of Christ, each one of us promised to do exactly that. If we were to conduct our own ‘thorough-going internal review’, how would we measure up…..?

It was Jesus who said: Watch out for false prophets…By their fruit you will recognise them.  

Let councillors and Christians all take careful note!                      

BOB
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Aaron’s blessing:

The Lord bless you and take care of you;

May the Lord be kind and gracious to you:

May the Lord look on you with favour and give you peace.

Numbers 6 vs. 24 – 26.

Solomon’s  prayer for wisdom

So give me the wisdom I need to rule your people with justice and to know the difference between good and evil.  1 King vs.  3:9

Daniel’s Prayer
Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;

Wisdom and power are his, He changes times and season; he sets up kings and disposes them.  He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning.  Daniel 2 vs. 20 – 21.

Jesus’ Prayers:

 “I pray also for those who will believe in me…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in You.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.   I have given them the glory that you gave me that they may be one as we are one.”  John vs. 17. 20
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God trust also in me.  In my Father’s house are many rooms, if it were not so, I would have told you, I am going there to prepare a place for you.   John 14 v. 1.

“Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest”.  Matthew 11 v. 28.

“Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing”   Luke 23 v. 34

Paul’s Prayer

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.    Ephesians 3 v. 20







Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Emmaus 



(As advertised)


#
Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Chalmers Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

7.30 – 9a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 



(Meets every 2nd week)

                                                     OUR WORSHIP 

MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 15th June 


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 1st June 2008


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








Marie Curie’s Volunteer Visitor Service, set up to support carers of people in the last few months of life, is expanding into East Lothian and extending it’s availability in Mid Lothian. The Service is looking for volunteers living in East and Mid Lothian who can commit to visiting a patient in their home once a week. Volunteers will sit with patients while their carer takes a break. Initial training and ongoing support are provided. No personal or nursing care is involved. If you are interested in this rewarding role, please contact Jessica Milburn by emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:jessica.milburn@mariecurie.org.uk" \t "_blank" �jessica.milburn@mariecurie.org.uk� or telephoning 0131 470 2254.




















MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 


2 Links Road, 


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)





Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from 2nd May (Friday) until 19th May (Monday).

















Thanks


Isa Scott would like to thank everyone for the kind thoughts, cards and flowers received during her recent illness, they were very much appreciated.





Thanks are expressed to everyone who donated to and helped make the Easter Breakfast a great success.

















             DAY OF COMMITMENT


           SUNDAY 27th APRIL





To assist us in our own ‘internal review’, we are once again going to use April as a time for renewal and recommitment culminating in special services on Sunday 27th April. 


Office-bearers will be delivering to each member’s household a leaflet and letter explaining it clearly, to help us review our own commitment to Christ in terms of the promises we once made (and which some will be making for the first time when they are admitted to full membership of the Church at the evening service that same day). Please bring your completed response card in the small envelope you will receive with your newsletter, to one of the services on Sunday 27th April, our Day of Commitment.  Further commitment cards are available from your Elder or Deacon, just ask.














MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover


Braemar Villa


2 Links Road


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday


 as the Minister’s day off)





Sunday 25th May - Rev Bob GLOVER - Although there will be some disruption due to the Edinburgh Marathon, if you possibly can, please come this Sunday as an act of witness to the thousands who will pass our doors that Chalmers Church is open for worship and very much alive -


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship


 6.15 p.m. Service of SUMMER PRAISE


(Last evening service until 28th September) 





Sundays 1st, 8th & 15th June. Rev Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship





Sunday 22nd June (NB No 10.15 Service)


11.00a.m. All-age Family Service and Prizegiving.


Amanda JOHNSTON with Rev Bob GLOVER





Sunday 29th June. Rev Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship with


Sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION (with Crèche)





Sundays in July and August - Rev Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship
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The Sunday School have few children at present which can prove a challenge for the teaching staff. Please remember the children and the teachers in your prayers as we decide the future and direction for our Sunday School.








Christian Aid – 


Events for your diary


The annual FORTH BRIDGE CROSS due to take place on Saturday 26th April between 2 – 6p.m. has been POSTPONED due to road works on the bridge. The event is planned to take place in the autumn, so please keep hold of your sponsor forms. More details are available from Eleanor Willins (812616)





The door to door collections will take place during the week 11th – 17th May. If you can help in anyway please speak to Eleanor. 





Sunday 20th April			       


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Rev Bob GLOVER


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev Bob GLOVER


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship. Duncan MORGAN








Sunday 27th April - Rev Bob GLOVER


DAY of COMMITMENT


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. SACRAMENT of HOLY COMMUNION


6.15 p.m. Admission of NEW MEMBERS on Profession 


of Faith, followed by HOLY COMMUNION








Sundays 4th (Ascension) 11th (Pentecost) & 18th May   				      Rev Tom GORDON


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship


 6.15 p.m. Evening Worship




















        








Celebrate!  It’s our 25th Birthday!


Bethany is celebrating 25 years of helping homeless and vulnerable people.  Please come along to our special thanksgiving event on: Saturday 26th April, 2-4pm 


Barclay Parish Church, Edinburgh





On this special occasion we give thanks to God for the many lives that have been transformed through the work of Bethany over the last quarter of a century.  Come and celebrate the key moments in Bethany’s history and discover why 25 years on we are still as passionate as ever about making a difference in the lives of homeless and vulnerable people.  Rev, Alan Berry , founder of Bethany Christian Trust and Rev Malcolm Round, Rector of St Mungo’s Episcopal Church will be speaking on the day and we will be launching our new DVD “Hope and a Future”








PRAYERS FROM THE BIBLE











CHURCH GARDEN


The church garden has a few bare patches which could be filled with shrubs or perennials. If your garden is too full, please think about handing on spare plants. Speak to Duncan Morgan, John Bellany or Elizabeth Glover         		if you can help. 


				Thank you.








The next meetings of the Candle Coffee Club will be on 


Thursday 17th April – Christians Against Poverty and 


Thursday 15th May – Asian Concern


Meeting at 10a.m. in Longniddry Inn.


All Welcome








